MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2022 CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION, 6:00PM
HOME SERVE
SCAPPOOSE BAY WATERSHED COUNCIL PRESENTATION

Mayor Burge opened the work session at 6:00pm.

Present: Mayor Scott Burge; Council President Megan Greisen; Councilor Josh Poling; Councilor
Pete McHugh; Councilor Tyler Miller; City Manager Alexandra Rains; City Recorder Susan
Reeves; Public Works Director Dave Sukau; Legal Counsel Peter Watts; Dennis Lyon with
HomeServe; Scappoose Bay Watershed Council Restoration Projects Manager Emily Martin;
Scappoose Bay Watershed Council Coordinator Andy Maggi, and Lower Columbia Estuary
Partnership Restoration Ecologist, Marcy Cross.

Remote: Councilor Brandon Lesowske and Paul Fidrych.
Excused: Councilor Joel Haugen

Public Works Director Dave Sukau explained in January 2020 we started what would be part
one of this discussion about this service line warranty program from HomeServe. He explained
the purpose behind having these discussions is per municipal code laterals for sewer from the
main to the homes and water services from the meters to the homes are the responsibility of
the property owner, not the City. He explained what we offered to you in January of 2020 was
this program that the City would endorse. It is a warranty program that the property owner
could buy into. He explained Dennis Lyon with HomeServe is here this evening to explain the
process.

Dennis Lyon went over the presentation.
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Aging Infrastructure Is Psoblematic For Cities And Homeowners Romeowners Are Unprepared for Emergencies And Expect
Solutions from The City/Utility
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Council President Greisen asked, on average for a city our size, what is usually that amount in
the non-tax revenue that cities receive?

Dennis Lyon replied after three years there is typically going to be a ten to fifteen percent
participation and that is going to vary if they take one product or another, so it’s hard to put a
dollar amount on it. He explained the customer would pay $5.75 for the water coverage per
month, the sewer coverage is $7.75 per month and the in-home plumbing product is $9.99 per
month, and it would be 10% of what that is per month.

Solutions For Municipalities And Homeowners
Current Oregon Partaers {23)
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Custormer Complaints Kansas City, MO (partner since 2013)
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Councilor Miller stated to Dennis Lyon that he would assume his company reserves the right to
cancel a policy at any time.

Dennis Lyon replied he would have to look into the specific terms of the agreement for that.

Public Works Director Dave Sukau explained the reason why he thought it would be worth our
time to bring this back around is because three to four times a year he gets a phone call about
somebody who is preparing to sell their home and they had their home inspected when they tv
the line they will find a flaw in the sewer lateral, whether it is a broken pipe, root intrusion, etc.,
and when they find out it is on them they are not excited to hear that. He explained this
program would take care of that issue. He explained the other thing that happens frequently is
people have water leaks on their side of the line and with these new meters we will probably
see a larger surge of people finding this information out. Once again, this program would help
those folks take care of these issues, that they don’t currently know they have.

Mayor Burge asked if there are other companies that provide this service.

Council President Greisen mentioned whether the City goes with this company or not, it is
important that we educate the public in some fashion.

Councilor Miller talked about if the City were to endorse this program, could the City be party
to a lawsuit if there were an issue. He asked how would that be handled?

Dennis Lyon replied no, a city has never been named in any type of legal issues that have been
brought forward.

City Council work session February 7, 2022 3



Legal Counsel Peter Watts stated he thinks there are a couple of questions for Council. The first
is, do you want to endorse certain products that are being offered to consumers and to allow
your logo to be used as part of that. He thinks that the question then becomes, in what
instances would you want to do that. He stated kind of a secondary issue would be, if the City’s
logo is being utilized, then what steps do we need to take to make sure consumers really
understand that this isn’t the City offering the product.

Councilor Poling is concerned about the use of the City’s logo because if there are issues, it
might not fall on the City legally, but could on image.

Councilor McHugh stated he is in favor of doing this program.

Councilor Miller explained as long as the marketing message was very clear regarding the
septation between the City and a private company, he would be okay with that, if it was done
correctly.

Council President Greisen is in favor of seeing what the next step offers before there is any sort
of a full commitment.

Councilor McHugh replied, he agrees.
Council thanked Dennis for his time.

Public Works Director Dave Sukau explained a year ago Scappoose Bay Watershed Council
presented an update to Council. He explained through the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA)
they have been working on several projects and they are here tonight to update Council.

Scappoose Bay Watershed Council Coordinator Emily Martin; Scappoose Bay Watershed
Council Coordinator Andy Maggi; and Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership Restoration
Ecologist Marcy Cross. They went over their presentation.

South Scappoose Creek Restoration Project: 2018-
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Emily Martin explained on the planting map the area in yellow will be planted with all of their
bare root shrubs and trees. She went over the areas of expansion on the planting map. She
explained the reason those areas were selected is it keeps grass available for the park, but it
really starts to create more of that buffer that they need in order to create shade, vegetation
coverage, and a really beautiful area for the community.

Public Works Director Sukau replied that would only happen with the permission of Council.

Emily Martin stated with the partnership between SBWC, LCEP and the City there are
opportunities to improve and enhance the watershed health for the benefit of the community;
continue helping the city reduce the cost of green infrastructure development; facilitate
community connection and appreciation for the Scappoose Watershed, and expanding
restoration efforts to include more stream miles.

SBWHC, LCEP and City of Scappoose Partnership Acknowledgements
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Council thanked Emily, Andy and Marcy.

Mayor Burge adjourned the work session at 6:58pm.
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