
SCAPPOOSE 
�,u:gt:t� 
MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2023 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

33568 EAST COLUMBIA AVENUE 

SCAPPOOSE, OREGON 97056 

WORK SESSION "' SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS PRESENTATION, 6:00pm 

Mayor Backus called the work session to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Joe Backus; Council President Megan Greisen; Councilor Pete McHugh; 

Councilor Tyler Miller; Councilor Jean net Santiago; Councilor Kim Holmes; Councilor Andrew 

Lafrenz; City Manager Alexandra Rains; Legal Counsel Peter Watts; City Recorder Susan M. 

Reeves; Assistant to Public Works Director Huell Whitehaus; and Columbia County Public Works 

Director Mike Russell. 

Remote: Public Works Director Dave Sukau; and Tami McDonald (left at 6:16pm). 

Mike Russell went over his presentation. 
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Council thanked Mike Russell. 

This work session ended at 6:15pm. 
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WORK SESSION ..., LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, 6:30pm 

Present: Mayor Joe Backus; Council President Megan Greisen; Councilor Pete McHugh; 
Councilor Tyler Miller; Councilor Jeannet Santiago; Councilor Kim Holmes; Councilor Andrew 
Lafrenz; City Manager Alexandra Rains; Legal Counsel Peter Watts; City Recorder Susan M. 
Reeves; Assistant to Public Works Director Huell Whitehaus; and Columbia County Public Works 
Director Mike Russell. 

Remote: Public Works Director Dave Sukau; Brandon Lesowske; and Marisa Jacobs. 

Jen Stearns, SSD Director of Student Achievement & Melissa Perkins-Loneman, SSD Parent, 
Member of SSD Equity & Social Justice Team went over the presentation. 
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I 

Why a Land Acknowledgement for SSD? 

A Land Acknowledgement Is Important to display a commitment for 
continued learning, healing, empathy, and growth. 

Acknowledging land Is Indigenous is an important step for non-Native 
people to do to recognize historical wrongdongs like forced removal, 
genocide and other coloniaal legacies that have long-lasting current 
impacts. 

Implementation of a Land Acknowledgment creates a basis of 
understanding to further equity for all Indigenous Peoples, as well as 
making space to focus on past, present and future Indigenous 
communities. 

The steps SSD has taken to construct our Land Acknowledgement 

1 . We listened! 
2. We consulted with the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde to 

seek their counsel and advice. 
3. We built a collaborative team with diverse representation from 

students, parents, staff, administrators, a school board member, 
and community members. 

4 .  We began by learning together. We read articles, we watched 
videos, and we looked at samples of land acknowledgements. We 
dissected language and had courageous conversations. We 
centered relationship and stretched one another. 

5. Words and phrases became sentences and paragraphs. A draft was 
born. 
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•Who has participated i n  the process? 

1 Jen Steams, Director of Student Achievement 
Melissa Perkins-Loneman, Parent 
Natanee Perkins, Student 
Nakaya Perkins, Student 
Tim Porter, Superintendent 
Branda Jurasek, SSD School Board Member 
Megan Greisen, Parent, Educator, Scappoose City Council 
Dionne Babcock, Parent 
Jerimy Kelley, SHS Principal, Parent 
Paje Stelling, SSD Communications Director 
Cindy Ede, Community Member 

VI/Ith gratitude, the Scappoose School District honors the Indigenous first nations ancestors and 
survivors of this land who have lived in this place since time Immemorial 

("Still here•; JS). We lteMt (honor seemed repetitive: JS) the struggle and 
resilience of these people by respectfully acknowiedging the generational Impacts of settler colonialism, 
genocide, forced displacement, and assimliatlon on Native American farrilies. We humbly � 

(word variety; JS) that Injustices visited upon them have vet to be property rectified. 
\Mlerever we now sit or stand and on YAllch our schools rest, we strive to put our school's settler 
comroonlty into right relationships with Indigenous people of the past, present, and future. 

I � a center for learning, Scappoose commits to building strong connections to Indigenous comrnmities. 
• I We are dedicated to expanding efforts to elevate Indigenous knowledge, and respect for the resilience of 

Indigenous Peoples. Our Intention Is to be in a collaborative relationship, and to ground our work In the 
awareness of place, presence, perspective, power, politk:al nationhood, and partnerships. � we seek to 
create equitable outcomes and to bu�d a culture of inclusive belonging for all students we call on 
everyone in our extended community to learn more with us about tribal studies and to join us in our 
journey to live intentionally on Indigenous land . 

..... 

1 .  Process feedback from leadership partners at the Confederated Tribes of 
the Grande Ronde. 

2. The team meets again for a dinner session tomorrow evening to finalize 
our draft in preparation for the first reading at the April Scappoose School 
Board Meeting. 

3. 1st Reading at the Scappoose School Board Meeting on April 10, 2023. 
4. Process any feedback from the Scappoose School Board and consider 

revisions to the draft based on School Board recommendations. 
5. 2nd Reading at the Scappoose School Board Meeting on May 1 1 .  2023. 
6. First PUBLIC Reading at District Function on May 22, 2023 Indigenous 

Community of Practice Honoring Day Ceremony for three of our 
Indigenous Students that are Graduating this June. 
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Memorandum of Understanding 

"In 2012, the Oregon Board of Education adopted a rule that 
prohibited public schools from using Native American mascots 
on or after July 1 ,  201 7. However, the Oregon Legislature 
became involved in 2014 and created exceptions to that 
outright ban that allow school districts to enter into agreements 
with one of the nine federally recognized Native American 
Tribes in Oregon to use a more culturally appropriate Native 
mascot that is associated with or is significant to the Tribe." 

We are the Scappoose Indians 

The early history of Scappoose cannot be written without 
referring to the influence of the Indigenous People on the 
Scappoose Plains. 

"When the state education board had decided that there should 
no longer be mascots, we as a tribal council agreed to say, 'Tho! 
shouldn't be. There should be other opportunities for the schools 
to be able to keep their names; George said. 

"I know from our stance as native people, we looked at It almost 
as another form of termination. 'Let's wipe out any idea, or any 
history, or any meaning, of the words Indian, Braves, or Warriors," 
George said. "We felt it as [similar to] when we were terminated in 
1954, under the termination act." 
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On Columbus Day, 2016, superintendent Stephen Jupe along with 
members of the Scappoose School Board and other school district staff 
and representatives of The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, 

• 

announced they had reached an agreement, which would allow 
Scappoose to keep its current mascot, The Indians. ' 

MOU Language (expires February 2025): 
• Goals of the Tribe -"73 

o To build respect and understanding of the Tribe's history and ;r-J 
culture. 

o To give oil youth the opportunity to learn the Tribe's curriculum. 
o To foster a culturally respectful representation of Native American 

symbolism and pride. 
• Goals of the District 

o To foster respect and informed understanding of the Tribe and 
other Native Americans. 

o To adopt a culturolly appropriate mascot. 

As part of the agreement the district wll/ Implement a native history 
curriculum as designed by CTGR. 

Scappoose Indigenous Community of Practice 

"A community of practice is a group of people who share a common concern, 
a set of problems, or an interest in a topic and who come together to fulfill 
both individual and group goals. 

This community of practice supported by the Scappoose School District, 
focuses on sharing best practices and creating new knowledge with our 
Grand Ronde educational partners. Each time the team gathers we will 
engage with an Indigenous scholar and create a shared story. We also 
explore Grand Ronde tribal history tools and Senate Bill 1 3  modules." 

....,..,__.ktllWI 
·•�wthlbe •JU ·--� "ool 
l'm1dn:-,j lril!Hl ,d<jrl tatllln' 
lllhdbllt 

INPJGENOUS 

City Council work session April 3, 2023 10 



Tribal Studies Across our District 

• CTGR lessons occurring in classrooms K-12  across multiple content 
areas 

• We are learning from our tribal partners and our campuses are 
expanding the physical representations of land, plants, animals, and 
people throughout our school communities 

• Kellia Holzworth delivers a Tribal Studies J-Term class annually to SHS 
students 

• Tribal Paddle J-Term class at the SHS 
• Oregon is Indian Country Exhibit in May-June and open to larger 

community at our SHS Graduation 
• All 4th graders interacted with the Oregon is Indian Country Traveling 

Trunk developed by the Oregon Historical Society 
• Currently organizing a Tribal drumming and dance assembly for our 

SMS students 

How can the Scappoose City Council join SSD in this work? 

• Celebrate the work of our district. With proud and responslbility we are 
the Scappoose Indians. 

• Proudly recognize the SSD Land Acknowledgement and promote the 
value and importance of the language. 

• Learn more with us about tribal studies and join us in our journey to 
live intentionally and respectfully on Indigenous land. 

Jen Stearns explained the process they went through. 

Councilor Santiago asked if we have a proclamation for the Native Tribe, if not maybe it is 

something we can acknowledge when they finish this process. 

Council thanked Melissa and Jen. 

Adjournment ~ Mayor Backus adjourned the work session at 6:54pm. 

� ;4,Be e.,/t'u,J__..-" 

Mayor Joseph A. Backus 
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