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December 2023 City Manager Update 
 

Dear Scappoose Community, 
 

This past fall has been a very productive time for the City and I am happy to share our        
progress and accomplishments with you as we prepare to welcome in the new year.  

• The Parks Master Plan project is nearing completion, a presentation of the complete 
draft document will be presented to City Council in a joint session with Planning 
Commission and the Parks and Recreation Committee in December.   

• The Urban Renewal Agency, working closing with the Economic Development       
Committee, approved an updated grant program available to qualifying businesses 
located within the Urban Renewal Area. Applications and instructions can be found 
on the City’s website. 

• The City has initiated a Facilities Master Plan project. The plan will include a detailed 
analysis of the City’s current and future facility needs, recommendations to meet 
those needs and conceptual designs and cost estimates for the recommended        
improvements. Tentative completion for this project is scheduled for April 2024. 

• The Police Department has two new patrol officers who have been moved to solo 
status, Officer Johnson and Officer Burglin. Officer McFarland started his Police   
Academy training November 13th and will graduate from the Academy in March.        
Although not yet fully operational, the department is fully staffed and is working          
diligently towards 24/7 coverage.  

• The City has partnered with the Columbia River PUD on two important projects,    
development of marketing materials for industrial properties in the South County 
area and frontage improvements on Columbia Avenue located between NE 2nd St. 
and NE Sawyer St. adjacent to their substation. The improvements include new      
concrete curbs, ADA ramps and sidewalks, driveways and overall street                   
improvements which will increase accessibility for the community and improve      
the aesthetics of the area. Anticipated completion is mid December.  

• The City’s Branding Project is tentatively set to begin in mid December. This project 
will include a considerable amount of public engagement including open houses, pop 
up events, community conversations and will be featured at the Annual Town 
Meeting this coming spring.  
 

These are some of the highlights from this past fall’s activity at the City. If you ever have 
questions about a specific project, please feel free to contact me and, or schedule a time 
to meet.  

 

Finally, I want to express my gratitude to Council for their leadership and to City Staff for 
their hard work and diligence in implementing the vision set by Council.  
 

Happy Holidays, 
 

Alexandra Rains, MPA 

City Manager   

December  2023 
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   November 2023  

City Meetings Calendar   
 

• City Council Work Sessions ~ December 4 & 11 at 6:00pm 
• City Council Meetings ~ December 4 & 11 at 7:00pm 
• Planning Commission Meetings ~ December 14 & 28 at 7:00pm 
• Economic Development Committee ~ December 21 at Noon 
• Parks & Recreation Committee meeting ~ December 21 at 6:00pm 

Verify meetings, get virtual meeting details, and get more meeting information on our       
website: https://www.scappoose.gov or call City Hall at 503-543-7146 

2023-2024 IF I WERE MAYOR CONTEST INFORMATION (Starting on November 1, 2023) 
 

Mayor Backus invites local students to share their ideas about what they would do if they were Mayor of Scappoose.  
 

What would you do if you were the Mayor? 
How would you improve life for the community? 
What ideas do you have for the future?  
How would you change the world? 

 

Here is how the contest works... 
The Oregon Mayors Association (OMA) “If I Were Mayor, I Would…” Student Contest, is open to local students enrolled in 
school or being home-schooled for the 2023-2024 school year. 
 

There are three categories: 
Elementary School (grade 4-5) - Posters Contest (Photo of poster can be PNG, JPEG, or PDF files) 
Middle School (grade 6-8) - Essay Contest (Word, PDF, PowerPoint or online essay format) 
High School (grades 9-12) - Digital Media Presentations (Videos only, MP4 or online video format) 

 

Local winners will receive a Fred Meyer gift card and lunch with Mayor Backus.  
 

Completed submissions must be received at City Hall by 4:00pm on Wednesday, January 31, 2024.  
 

A contest flyer and entry form are available to download on the City’s website at www.scappoose.gov. Application packets 
are also available at Scappoose City Hall ~ 33568 East Columbia Avenue, Scappoose.  
 

First place statewide winning students in each of the three categories will win $500.  These students will receive their priz-
es at the awards luncheon held during the OMA Summer Conference in Klamath Falls at the Running Y Ranch, July 18-20, 
2024. Winners will be contacted in June for travel arrangements. Second and third place winning students win $300 and 
$100 respectively and will receive their prizes at local city presentations. For more information on City government, and 
what municipalities do, you can visit the LOC Local Government Tool Kit to learn more about local government! 
 

All completed submissions will be reviewed at a future City Council meeting. Winners will be notified prior to the meeting.  
 

For more information, please contact City Recorder Susan M. Reeves at 503-543-7146 or sreeves@scappoose.gov. 

http://www.scappoose.gov
https://sites.google.com/pdx.edu/civiceducationtoolkit/local-government-in-oregon
mailto:sreeves@scappoose.gov

