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To report a            
streetlight issue 

please contact City 
Hall at  

503-543-7146  
Thank you!  

Information collected at the  
2024 Scappoose Summer Outdoor Festival 

Scappoose residents shared all the things they love about our City at the recent 
Outdoor Festival. These are the things that make this City a great place to live. 
The community’s input is a helpful reminder to City Council and staff about 
what makes Scappoose special. We appreciate the feedback and enjoyed seeing 
so many of you at this event.  
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Message from Mayor Backus 
 

I want to thank Tami McDonald for the opportunity to        
present at Career Day, which was held on Thursday, June 

13, 2024. I had a lot of fun, and it was wonderful to see the 
kids so engaged and excited about the different careers.  

Your efforts made the event a great success! 
 

 
 
 

The Scappoose Farmer’s Market showcased the              
community's dedication to sustainability as families       
engaged in recycling games at the WM education booth. 
The activities underscored the town's commitment to 
environmental stewardship, educating residents and  
visitors about the importance of recycling and                
composting. The community learned how to sort waste  
in Scappoose through educational games and videos that 
demonstrated how recycling and  composting reduce the 
need to harvest new materials while keeping earth’s          
resources healthy and in circulation.  
 

One repeat question emerged, “how do I know what to 
recycle or compost?” You can always visit your local WM 
Northwest website: wmnorthwest.com/scappoose to 
reference your waste sorting guide.  Visitors also learned 
about actions that are more impactful than   recycling: 
reusing and reducing their waste!  
 

Thank you, WM, for empowering residents and visitors 
with information to contribute to a greener,  more sus-
tainable future for Scappoose. 
 
(Photo ~ Rhianne Janovich, Outreach Coordinator/Pacific 
Northwest/BC & Farmers’ Market Manager Bill Blank) 

 
 
 
 

https://www.wmnorthwest.com/scappoose/
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News from Scappoose Senior Center 
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     Scappoose 50-Year Plan Project Update! 

      What’s happened and what’s coming up? 

The Scappoose 50-Year Plan is a multi-phase project that has spanned nearly three  

years. The 50-Year Plan sets the City’s long-term land use patterns based on the  

                                                                      vision for how Scappoose will grow in the future. 
 

What has the City completed so far? 

• Developed a 50-Year Vision Statement to guide 

the project.  

• Identified land needs for housing, jobs and 

community uses over the next 20 and 50 years.  

• Developed recommendations for Comprehensive 

Plan and Development Code updates to reflect 

community values, implement the decisions made 

during the project, and meet state requirements. 

 

What is the City currently working on? 

• Analysis of where the City could grow in the 

future. Scappoose needs more land to support 

expected growth through 2043, which will require 

a small expansion of the Urban Growth Boundary 

(UGB). 

• The City is also considering where to plan for 

Urban Reserves to accommodate growth through 

2073. 

 

What are the next steps? 

• Finalize areas for Urban Growth Boundary 

expansion and establishing Urban Reserves.  

• Adopt the 50-Year Plan and supporting 

documents. City Council and Planning Commission 

will hold work sessions and hearings to  consider 

adopting the 50-Year Plan and its various 

elements. The City is anticipating adoption to 

take place in Fall 2024.  

 

 

Want to learn more? Visit the project website for more information.  

www.scappoose.gov/vision 

Have a question? Contact N.J. Johnson, Associate Planner at  

njohnson@scappoose.gov or 503-543-7184 

WHERE IS THE CITY CONSIDERING 

EXPANSION?  

Scappoose is looking to expand into Columbia 

County areas where housing or businesses are 

already allowed; however, the final areas for 

consideration are still being evaluated. The City must 

follow the State process for evaluating expansion 

areas, which prioritizes expansion of cities into areas 

where housing or businesses are already allowed 

under County zoning, before expansion into farm or 

forest lands. 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR PROPERTY 

OWNERS IF THEIR LAND MOVES INSIDE THE 

UGB? 

» Property owners maintain their rights based 

on what is currently allowed by County zoning. 

Being inside the UGB increases future 

opportunities but does not force owners to 

develop. 

» Property owners can apply for annexation 

once their property abuts City limits. Once 

annexed, property is eligible to connect to city 

services, like water and sewer. 

» Property brought into the UGB or Urban 

Reserve area does not change the property’s 

tax rate. The tax rate would only change if the 

property were annexed into City limits.  
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 HOW DOES THE CITY USE THE MONEY WE COLLECT? 

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES 
 
The General Fund pays for costs associated with Police, Parks, Court, Administration and Planning departments.  The 

City has a limited ability to increase the revenues collected regardless of increasing expenditures.  Departments cannot 

expend more during the year than is budgeted for the department without a Council approved budget amendment. 

 

ADMINISTRATION – The Administration department pays expenses for City Council and City general and shared costs. 

Wages for Administration employees are split between all funds so only ½ employee is paid from Administration.  

Other expenses include financial software, audits, archiving, pass-through funds, information technology, economic 

development, and City Hall repair and improvements like the ADA doors installed last year. 

 

POLICE – The Police department pays for all wages, benefits, vehicles and other costs associated with public safety. This 

is the largest department in the General Fund. The department includes 8 Patrol Officers, 2 Sergeants, 1 Lieutenant, 1 

Chief and ½ evidence clerk and ½ office assistant. 

 

MUNICIPAL COURT – Court pays for the ½ Court Clerk, Judge, attorneys and miscellaneous costs associated with court, 

ticket processing, office assistance, and record keeping. 

 

PLANNING – Planning pays for administration of all land use rules and changes for the City.  It also oversees building 

and engineering for the City. The CDC Director, Associate Planner, ½ Office Administrator and ½ City Engineer are paid 

from this department as well as any legal and other costs associated with the CDC building leased on First street. 

 

PARKS – The Parks department pays for all maintenance, improvements, restrooms and personnel costs for City parks.  

All Public Works employees assist with park maintenance but 1.2 employees are dedicated to parks. Parks have 

minimal administration costs aside from restroom costs, mowing/spraying, and park reservations. 

 

CONTINGENCY – Contingency is money that is not built into the current budget.  These funds are available to spend if 

needed but ONLY with City Council approval.  These funds also provide money to pay costs in the beginning of the next 

fiscal year before taxes are received in November. 

 

 
 

Next Month – Water, Sewer, Storm Utility Billings 

Administration
18%

Police
37%Parks & Grounds

9%

Municipal Court
4%

Planning
14%

Contingency
18%

General Fund Expenditures 2024-25 Budget
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Scappoose City Council Election Information 
 

At the 2024 General Election on November 5, 2024, the Scappoose Mayor and three Councilor positions will appear on the ballot.   
 

 Mayor (2-year term) 
Presently held by Joseph A. Backus 

 

 Councilor – 3 positions (4-year term) 
 Presently held by Tyler Miller; Marisa Jacobs; and Ty Bailey 
 
If you are interested in running for City Council, there are a few requirements you should be aware of: 
 

Qualifications: *  Must be 18 years of age or older. 
  *  Must be registered to vote in Oregon. 

  *  Must have resided within the city limits of Scappoose during the 12 months prior to the election. 
 
About Scappoose City Council  

• City Council is composed of a Mayor and six Councilors. 

• Terms are two years for Mayor and four years for Council, unless filling an unexpired term. 

• Candidates must declare the position for which they are running (Mayor or Councilor). 

• Candidates may only run for one position per election. 

• Councilors must take an oath of office before commencing duties. 

• Council meetings are held on the first and third Mondays of each month unless there is a holiday. 

• Councilors must file an annual statement of economic interest with the Oregon Government Ethics Commission (OGEC). 
Serving as an elected official certainly requires a significant time commitment but is extremely rewarding. 
Details on how to run for City Council are available online at www.scappoose.gov.  
 
Candidate binders are available at Scappoose City Hall, 33568 East Columbia Avenue, Scappoose, Monday – Friday, from 8:00 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m. 
 
Candidates have two options to file: by declaration or by petition.  The filing period started on June 1, 2024. 
 

Option 1 - Candidates Filing by Declaration  
Per City of Scappoose Municipal Code, you have the option of filing a fee in lieu of obtaining signatures on a petition.  The current 
Candidate Filing Fee is $20 and may be paid in person at City Hall or online at City of Scappoose OR - Online Payments 
(pointandpay.net). Must submit Form SEL101 with payment.  
 
Option 2 - Candidates Filing by Petition  
Petition forms must be approved in writing by the City Elections Official before you begin to gather signatures.  After your peti-
tion is approved, the City Elections Official will return the form to you to start gathering signatures.  Scappoose candidates must 
collect 39 valid signatures to place a candidate on the ballot.   
 
The city elections officer (city recorder) is available as a resource during your candidacy. Please contact City Recorder Susan Reeves 
at 503-543-7146 or sreeves@scappoose.gov if you have any questions about the election process. 
 

All required forms must be properly completed and returned to City Recorder Susan M. Reeves, City Elections Official, no later 
than 4:00 p.m. on August 16, 2024. Completed forms can be brought to City Hall in person or mailed.   
 

 Drop-off or Mail to: City of Scappoose ~ City Recorder Susan M. Reeves 
        33568 East Columbia Avenue 
       Scappoose, OR 97056 
     
If you mail your documents, you must follow-up with City Elections Official Susan M. Reeves to confirm that your document(s) 
were received by 4:00 p.m. August 16, 2024. Note: signatures must be verified by the county elections office by 5:00 p.m. on this 
day.  
 

For more information, please visit the City’s website or contact City Elections Official Susan M. Reeves at 503-543-7146 or 
sreeves@scappoose.gov. 

https://client.pointandpay.net/web/CityofScappooseOR
https://client.pointandpay.net/web/CityofScappooseOR
mailto:sreeves@scappoose.gov
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   July 2024  

City Meetings Calendar   
 

• Urban Renewal agency meeting ~  July 15, 2024, 6:00pm 
• City Council Meetings ~  July 15, 2024, 7:00pm 
• Planning Commission Meetings ~ July 11 & 25, at 7:00pm 
• Economic Development Committee ~ July 18, at Noon 
• Parks & Recreation Committee meeting ~ July 18, at 6:00pm 

 
Verify meetings, get virtual meeting details, and get more meeting information on our                       

website: https://www.scappoose.gov or call City Hall at 503-543-7146 


