
RESOLUTION NO. 22-18 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SCAPPOOSE CITY COUNCIL 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the city of Scappoose, Oregon are con nnitted to 
the protection of its citizens; and 

WHEREAS, Portland & Western Railroad Inc. 's (PNWR) rail line runs tluough the City of 
Scappoose and has four at-grade railroad crossings located within the City. The rail line runs t1n·ough 
both commercial and residential districts, as well as abutting all Scappoose Public Schools, and is 
directly parallel with the Highway 30 corridor; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Scappoose supports projects that provide economic and job benefits 
locally and regionally, and recognizes the imp011ance of rail transportation to supp011 industry; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are concerned with public safety and economic 
development within the City of Scappoose; and 

WHEREAS, Portland & Western Railroad intends to terminate their easement of the eastern 
portion of the former Scappoose Station grounds; and 

WHEREAS, the Oregon Depmiment of Transp011ation intends to quitclaim that prope11y to 
the City of Scappoose; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that: 

1) The City of Scappoose acknowledges PNWR's intention to terminate its easement of the 
eastern portion of the former Scappoose Station grounds between approximately: East 
Columbia Avenue in the South, NE 1'1 Street in the West, a line in the East as can be 
seen in Exhibit A, and to a line parallel to and aligned with the northern edge of Tax Lot 
1600 as described in Exhibit A, labeled as "ODOT ROW Dedication Area", here on out 
in this document "Dedication Area", and as shall be described in fmiher. 

2) The City of Scappoose acknowledges the Oregon Department of Transportation's 
(ODOT) intention to quit claim the Dedication Area to the City of Scappoose. 

3) The City of Scappoose shall use the Dedication Area to improve and develop the 
currently underdeveloped and substandard NE 1'1 Street between E Columbia Avenue 
and NE. Watts Street, construet a concrete driveway at NE Watts Street to allow access to 
the remaining rail parcel, and install and maintain a four-foot-tall chain link fence with 
double 16-foot-wide chain link gates at NE Watts Street. 
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4) The City of Scappoose shall forgo enforcement action against ODOT and/or PNWR for 
construction and maintenance of sidewalks on ODOT Public Transportation Division 
right-of-way bordering E. Maple Street, E. Columbia Avenue, and the new east border of 
NE 1st Street. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Scappoose City Council this .;7.I stday of tJov �022, 
and signed by me and the City Recorder in authentication of its passage. 

CITY OF SCAPPOOSE, OREGON 

Attest: 
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December 1, 2022 

Ryan Englebright 
General Manager 
Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. 
1200 Howard Drive SE 
Albany, OR 97322 

RE: Portland & Western Railroad (PNWR) Operations in Scappoose, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Englebright, 

The City of Scappoose incorporated just over one hundred years ago. As the City developed, 

growth occurred on both sides of the pre-existing railroad corridor and an adjacent state 

highway. This presents challenges for our citizens as they move about town, and we recognize 

the fact that this presents challenges for the PNWR as well. We look forward to a continued 

partnership with your railroad, and on collaborating to improve safety outcomes and efficiencies. 

In addition, I am writing to convey our support of PNWR's right, duty, and responsibility to 

conduct railroad operations upon its tracks and within it's rail corridor now and into the future, 

so long as the PNWR exists. The City of Scappoose acknowledges and supports the operating 

rights, duties, and responsibilities of PNWR, including trains passing through Scappoose, as well 

as the right, duty, and responsibility to switch, store, load, unload, and move rail cars on it's 

tracks and rail corridor throughout the City of Scappoose. 

The City will convey this message in response to comments, concerns, or complaints that are 

logged with the City related to PNWR's use of it's railroad tracks and railroad corridor that are 

in or that pass through the City of Scappoose. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Burge, Mayor 

City of Scappoose • 33568 E Columbia Ave • Scappoose, OR 97056 • 503-543-7146 • www.ci.scappoose.or.us 
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